Gloria Dei Montessori is a Full Member with the American Montessori Society, licensed by the State of Ohio, and chartered by the Ohio Department of Education.


Philosophy:

Gloria Dei Montessori follows the philosophy and system of education developed by Dr Maria Montessori, 1870-1952. This international developmental and scientific approach provides the individual child with a prepared environment designed to stimulate and develop his/her intelligence as well as his/her physical, spiritual, social, emotional, and psychological abilities. 

Within this environment children are free to choose activities, to work at their own pace, and to work independently or with others. Dr. Montessori believed that the best way for children to learn was through the active undertaking by the learner for knowledge; therefore, the children are given the freedom within limits to choose their own work. 

The multi-age groupings provide many opportunities for the children to reinforce their learning by teaching others in the classroom and working cooperatively in pursuit of knowledge. 

Respect for each child’s individuality is the core of our philosophy. 

Follow up studies have indicated that Montessori graduates make the transition to traditional schooling with ease and that most excel academically as well as socially. They are good problem solvers and assume responsibility for their learning. 

Classrooms/Programs:

Toddlers: 18 months - 3 years

 Primary/Pre-School: 3 - 6 years 

Lower Elementary: 6 - 9 years

Upper Elementary: 9 -12 years

Each classroom is guided by a Montessori trained Director/Directress. 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 a.m. -6:00 pm.

Class Sessions:Half Day: 8:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
         Full Day: 8:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Before School Care: 7:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.


After School Care: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Before/After School Care: 18 mos -12 yrs

7:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. & 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

· Safe and creative alternative

· Continuation of Montessori philosophy

· Active indoor/outdoor play

Summer Program: ages 18 mos - 12 yrs

· Continuation of Montessori philosophy

· Age appropriate activities

Call today for more information about Montessori education or to set an appointment to observe in one of our classrooms. We are confident that you and your child will benefit from this experience. 
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Mission Statement:

Our mission at Gloria Dei Montessori is to meet the individual intellectual, physical, spiritual, social and emotional needs of each child. 

We dedicate ourselves to nurture the child’s inherent love of learning and desire for independence. 

We seek to build partnerships with the parent(s) in a diverse community wherein children and families strive to reach their full potential. 

We commit ourselves to fostering human understanding and acceptance. 

History

The Gloria Dei Montessori School is Dayton’s oldest Montessori school, serving children through the Montessori method since 1962 when the school was founded by Donald and Virginia “Ginny” Varga.  Continuing the schools 40 years of excellence after Ginny’s retirement, Christina M. (Sutter) Allen, a former Gloria Dei Montessori student and a certified Montessori teacher, became Head of School in 2002.  Joe Keegan, who came to the school as a Lower Elementary teacher in 2007 now serves as Head of School.  The school continues to foster independence, a love of learning, intrinsic motivation, and respect for all things. 

Toddler Program (18 months - 3 years)

This nurturing, safe, and stimulating environment offers a developmentally appropriate program under the guidance of a trained Montessori Director/Directress. The scientifically designed and prepared classroom is attractive, homelike, with child-sized furnishings to help children do things for themselves, which builds self-confidence and instills independence. The child is invited to explore this environment through his/her senses. 

The toddler child is experiencing critical periods of development for acquiring language, coordination, and sense of order. A daily order of events provides consistency which is necessary for the toddler to develop a sense of trust in himself and the world. Above all, is the respect afforded to each child as an individual with his or her own timetable for learning.

· Half day or full day available
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Primary Program (3-6 years)

The preschool years lay the foundation not only for your child’s academic development but also your child’s social, emotional, psychology, spiritual, and physical development.

The carefully prepared environment is designed by the Montessori trained Director/Directress to capitalize on the child’s innate needs to develop independence and positive self-image, to explore the world through his/her senses, to pursue his/her love of learning, and to learn respect for others and the environment. 

Once exposed to materials in the environment, the children delve into independent, individual work in many academic areas. The program also includes community service and environmental awareness activities which promote social interaction and responsibility. 

Because the Montessori method involves sequential learning in multi-age groupings, the child who remains a minimum of three years gains the most. This timeframe permits the flexibility necessary for the child to pursue learning at his/her own pace. 

· Academic and practical subjects taught: reading, writing, mathematics, geometry, science, geography, biology, history, cultures, ecology

· Classes meet State Kindergarten requirements

· Half day or full day available

Elementary Program (6-12 years)

The Montessori elementary curriculum balances the child’s developing sense of imagination and powers of abstraction with down-to-earth, hands-on materials and experiences. 

Like Montessori preschool, the elementary classes consist of multi-aged groupings in a carefully prepared environment. The groupings of children 6 to 9 years and 9 to 12 years provide opportunities for broad social and intellectual development.

The three year cycle in the Montessori classroom provides flexibility for the child’s learning process and enables the teacher to develop an intimate knowledge of the student. 

Through community service and environmental experiences, the children develop respect for their world and their place within it.

· Expands basic skill levels in subject areas with a balance between manipulative and abstract thought

· Movement to abstract thinking in subject areas

· Development of the research mind

· Individualized education

· Independent and group learning

· Community building and conflict resolution

· State of the art computer equipment

· Art, music, and foreign language instruction
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